HART COUNTY RELOCATION GUIDE

MOVING FROM ANOTHER STATE?

Things we wish we knew before moving to Hart County, Kentucky

We Have Been There

Relocating is more than finding a house. It is learning a new pace of life, new roads, new systems and an entirely different
definition of "close by." We made the move from Connecticut to rural Kentucky, so this guide is built from the practical questions we

wish we had asked sooner.

"The right home is not only the house you love. It is the life around it that works for you."

Our goal is to help you arrive prepared - not surprised.

What Often Feels Better

More room, quieter roads, friendly neighbors, lower housing
costs in many areas, visible stars, less traffic and a slower daily
rhythm.
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What Takes Adjustment

Longer drives, fewer late-night options, limited delivery services,
rural internet differences, weather-related road issues and
planning farther ahead.
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HART COUNTY RELOCATION GUIDE

BEFORE YOU CHOOSE THE HOUSE

The property is only part of the decision - verify how everyday life will work

Things We Wish We Had Checked First

* How far is the property from groceries, healthcare, work, schools, feed stores and the interstate? A short distance on a map can
feel very different on a winding rural road.

» Which internet providers actually serve the exact address? Coverage can change from one house to the next. Confirm the
service, speed, installation timeline and equipment before closing.

* Does your cell phone work inside the home, outside the home and along the roads you will drive most often?

* Who maintains the road or driveway? Ask about private roads, shared driveways, easements, gravel maintenance, snow and
drainage.

« Is the home on city water and sewer, or does it use a private well and septic system? Learn the age, location, service history and
maintenance needs.

* Where are the property lines? Rural fences, fields and driveways do not always follow the recorded boundary.

* Are there deed restrictions, zoning limits, flood concerns or permit rules that affect animals, barns, businesses, additions or
manufactured homes?

Do a Real-Life Test Drive Do Not Assume "Rural" Means Unlimited
Visit the property during morning traffic, after dark and after Acreage does not automatically mean every use is allowed.
heavy rain. Drive the route to the grocery store, hospital and Verify city limits, subdivision restrictions, permits, setbacks,
workplace. Check road lighting, hills, creek crossings and phone utilities and intended use before buying.

signal.

Never rely only on a listing description for internet, boundaries, utilities, road access or animal use.
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EVERYDAY LIFE FEELS DIFFERENT

A slower pace is wonderful - but it rewards planning

Shopping & Deliveries Healthcare & Services

Some errands may require a drive to Glasgow, Elizabethtown or Choose primary-care, dental, veterinary and pharmacy options
Bowling Green. Store hours may be shorter, and same-day early. Ask who provides after-hours care and how far the
delivery is not guaranteed. Keep household basics, nearest emergency department is from the property.

prescriptions and animal supplies ahead of schedule.

Weather & Roads Neighbors & Community

Kentucky weather changes quickly. Heavy rain, ice, wind and People often know one another and notice when someone

downed trees can affect rural roads and power. Long gravel needs help. Courtesy matters. Introduce yourself, ask questions

driveways need drainage, traction and maintenance. respectfully and understand that local relationships are
valuable.

The Honest Adjustment

* You may hear farm equipment, animals, target practice, church bells, trains or highway traffic depending on the location. Visit at
different times before deciding.

* You may have fewer restaurants, entertainment choices and specialized services nearby - but more quiet, nature and space.
» Appointments and contractors may run on a more flexible timetable than you are used to. Build extra time into projects.

* Rural privacy does not mean isolation from responsibility. Wells, septic systems, trees, fences, long driveways and acreage all
require maintenance.

» People may move at a slower pace, but that does not mean nothing gets done. The culture values conversation, relationships and
doing business with people they trust.

"We did not simply move to a cheaper house. We changed the way we lived."
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THE PAPERWORK AFTER YOU ARRIVE

Handle the official changes before the moving boxes become permanent furniture

Kentucky Driver & Vehicle Basics

» New Kentucky residents generally must obtain a Kentucky driver credential within 30 days of establishing residency.

* Out-of-state vehicles are registered through the County Clerk in the county where you live. Kentucky requires proof of Kentucky
insurance, and an out-of-state vehicle generally needs a sheriff inspection before registration.

» Gather identity, residency and Social Security documentation before visiting a Driver Licensing Regional Office. Check current
requirements before your appointment.

» Update auto, homeowners, health and animal-related insurance. Rural property features such as barns, wood heat, acreage,
livestock and long driveways may affect coverage.

Other Address Changes Keep a Moving File

USPS forwarding, voter registration, banking, payroll, Social Save the closing documents, survey, deed, utility contacts,
Security, insurance, subscriptions, professional licenses, septic and well records, appliance manuals, warranties,
doctors, schools, pet microchips and emergency contacts. insurance policies and receipts in one place.

Your First Local Calls

« Utility providers for electricity, water, sewer, propane, trash, internet and phone.

 Hart County Clerk and the nearest Driver Licensing Regional Office.

» Hart County Extension Office for agriculture, gardening, 4-H, food preservation and local education.

* Planning, building or city officials when the property will involve construction, barns, additions, fencing or a home business.

 Schools, healthcare providers, veterinarians, farriers and feed suppliers before an urgent need arises.

Create a Kentucky paperwork folder before the move. Future you will be grateful.
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MOVING WITH ANIMALS OR A HOBBY FARM

The house can be ready while the land is not - prepare the property before the animals arrive

What We Would Do Before Moving Day

m Confirm fencing is safe, complete and appropriate for the animals - not simply present.
m Inspect gates, barn wiring, shelter, drainage, water access, pasture condition and toxic plants.

m Arrange hay, bedding, feed and water before the trailer arrives.

Identify a local veterinarian, emergency large-animal provider and farrier.

Plan where trailers can enter, turn around and park in wet conditions.

Keep health records, Coggins paperwork, medications, halters, leads and emergency contacts together.

Create a quarantine or separate holding area for new animals when possible.

Check local rules and deed restrictions before assuming livestock or poultry are allowed.

Pasture Reality Emergency Reality

Beautiful green acreage is not automatically usable pasture. Power outages affect well pumps, electric fencing, heat lamps
Soil, weeds, mud, shade, drainage and carrying capacity and barn lighting. Have backup water, safe generator plans and
matter. The Hart County Extension Office can help with soil a way to reach animals during storms.

testing and pasture education.

One More Honest Lesson

Buy the amount of land and responsibility you can comfortably maintain - not simply the amount that looks impressive in
photographs. A small, well-planned property can be more enjoyable than acreage that owns every free hour you have.
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YOUR FIRST 30 DAYS IN HART COUNTY

A simple relocation checklist to help Kentucky begin feeling like home

Week 1 - Settle In Week 2 - Become Official

Confirm utilities, internet and mail. Find the main water shutoff, Handle driver credential, vehicle registration, insurance
electrical panel, septic or sewer information and emergency updates, voter registration and school or healthcare records.
shelter location. Test cell service and smoke/CO alarms. Keep copies of every receipt and confirmation.

Week 3 - Build Your Network Week 4 - Learn the Property

Meet neighbors. Save contacts for healthcare, veterinarians, Watch drainage during rain, walk the boundaries, inspect trees
feed stores, contractors, propane, trash, towing and utility and fences, service equipment and make a seasonal

outages. Visit the Extension Office and local businesses. maintenance list. Do not wait for the first emergency to learn

how the property works.

The Questions That Matter Most

m Can we comfortably handle the drive, maintenance and monthly cost of this specific property?
m Do the internet, cell service, utilities and road access meet our real daily needs?
m Do we have the right local contacts before we need them?

m Does this home support the life we are actually moving here to build?

You do not have to figure it out alone. We moved here, learned the lessons and can help you ask better

questions.
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HELPFUL RESOURCES & FINAL NOTES

Keep these contacts handy before and after your move

Helpful Official Resources

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet Hart County Extension Office
New-resident driver and vehicle guidance: 505 A. A. Whitman Lane, Munfordville

drive.ky.gov (270) 524-2451

FCC Broadband Map Hart County Government

Check internet providers by exact address: Planning, building, county services and local contacts:
broadbandmap.fcc.gov hartcounty.ky.gov

Before You Leave Your Current State

* Collect medical, dental, veterinary and school records.
 Photograph valuables and label boxes by room.
 Keep identification, closing documents, medications and animal records with you - not on the moving truck.

« Confirm utilities at both homes and allow overlap when possible.

After You Arrive
» Walk the property in daylight and after dark.

» Meet a neighbor and exchange emergency contact information.
* Save local utility outage numbers and identify the nearest safe shelter.

* Give yourself time. A new place becomes home through routines, relationships and experience.

Welcome to Kentucky. The learning curve is real - and so is the opportunity for a fresh start.

Sources reviewed July 2026: Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, Hart County Government, Hart County Cooperative Extension and the FCC National Broadband Map.
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